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Libraries have existed for almost as long as 
civilizations.  They have always been, and 
continue to be, places of learning, places to 
connect with new ideas, and in more recent 
decade’s libraries have become the center of 
their respective communities.  Libraries are a 
“third” space, a public space where all are 
welcomed.  No matter what your age, race, 
gender, social or housing status.  Libraries across 
America do this day in and day out; and the 
library in Athena, Oregon is one shining example of a true community hub. 

In 2026 many of these third spaces are disappearing.  Places such as churches and social clubs such as 
the Elks that used to draw people together in community are declining in numbers.  In many 
communities’ libraries are stepping into this gap and creating space and activities to promote this 
community interaction.  The Athena library has been purposefully providing this space for many years.  
One of the longest running examples is the Dungeon and Dragon’s club, which is still going strong at the 
Athena library after many years.  Students have grown up and moved on but new students take their 
place.  Dungeons and Dragons is an interactive game that draws teenagers together; but in Athena it is a 
place for teenagers to interact with and mentor the younger kids in the library as well.  It gives teens a 
chance to connect with each other and build relationships with kids as young as nine as they teach them 
the game.   

Another intergenerational activity that has taken off more recently in Athena is the craft club.  The club 
started as a crochet club but has evolved to include all sorts of crafts.  On a recent afternoon, Carolyn 
Thomas, one of the founders of this concept, could be found hanging out after school making paper 
airplanes with the after-school crowd.  This crafting group includes people ages 8 through their 70s.   

sStephanie Partida, the Library Director in Athena, is very purposeful in creating 
events that will appeal to a wide range of ages.  Other examples include her 
Book Club, a group of over 15 people ranging from their 30s-70s, a sourdough 
class that fills up almost immediately each time a new session opens, and a CPR 
class taught in the library by local EMTs.  This class taught people aged 12-their 
70s the skills to be more confident in helping when emergencies arise.   

Stephanie’s small library often sees crowds of 80 inside as it’s become a place for 
kids and adults alike to gather.  After school the elementary school down the 
street brings the after-school program over to visit once a week, the 4th grade classes come during school 
hours for a STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) program, and the High School English 
classes come once a month during class to choose books.   



The space is used to host Bunco nights, a food pantry, Parent group meetings, and offers public Wi-Fi 
access at all hours.  There are adult volunteers (Carla and Teresa) who come in after school to plan crafts 
with kids simply because they are delighted to do so.  Delighted to interact with kids in the next 
generation.   

This summer Stephanie plans to focus her summer reading on local speakers to continue to build those 
community connections.  The national summer reading theme is “Plant a Seed”, and Stephanie is actively 
working to “plant seeds of possibility”.  She will kick this off by having Lili Wahlder of Lili’s Flocks and 
Florals (Lili is a 16-year-old from Athena) present 2 programs for summer reading.  Lili will teach kids 
about flower planting and arranging and will work on her own skills of building her own new business.   

Libraries will never cease to be places of learning, gaining new skills and ideas, and a place to go for 
many types of resources.  But as the Athena library demonstrates, they also hold a crucial role as the 
“third” place in society today.  A place to make intergeneration connections, learn new skills and a place 
to meet and interact with others in your community.   To find out more about the exact dates of these 
events and the Athena library, or the library in your own community, go to www.ucsld.org. 

http://www.ucsld.org/

